Introduced by Council Members Yarborough, Crescimbeni, Johnson,  Jones & Holt: 

RESOLUTION 2009-854
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING JACKSONVILLE UNIVERSITY ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the institution now known as Jacksonville University was founded by members of Jacksonville’s business community in 1934 as William J. Porter University and held its first classes in the Educational Building of First Baptist Church on Church Street, serving 85 students in its initial year of operation; and


WHEREAS, after struggling through typical growing pains in its first few years, the institution changed its name to Jacksonville Junior College and moved first to the Florida Theatre building then to the downtown Masonic Temple before arriving in 1944 at the Kay Mansion, a large home on Riverside Avenue; and


WHEREAS, as enrollment and faculty grew and the school prospered, the college outgrew its Riverside home and, after considering sites at Cecil Field and on Cedar Creek on the Westside, purchased a 137-acre riverfront property in Arlington as the site for a new, master-planned campus where classes were held for the first time in October of 1950; and 


WHEREAS, the late 1950s were a pivotal era for the school, as in 1956 the name of the institution was changed to Jacksonville University, upper division classes were added in 1957 and 1958, the Jacksonville College of Music was merged into the university in 1958, the first 4-year class graduated with bachelor’s degrees in the spring of 1959, and the university earned full accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools in December 1961; and


WHEREAS, from its humble beginnings as a night school serving a few dozen students in rented rooms, Jacksonville University has grown and prospered and become one of the city’s most important civic institutions, offering not only a first-class education to its students but also a wide variety of artistic, athletic and intellectual events and activities to the whole community, and serving as a social, civic and economic catalyst for the region through teaching, research and service on the part of its students and faculty; and


WHEREAS, Jacksonville University has produced many notable alumni, including a mayor of Jacksonville, numerous City Council and School Board members, several state legislators, and scores of prominent business and civic leaders, athletes, artists, teachers, musicians, scientists and leaders in every field of human endeavor; and

WHEREAS, in its 75th year Jacksonville University is looking to the future with great optimism as a growing, financially sound institution with a justly deserved reputation for excellence on many fronts, and the City of Jacksonville is extremely proud of the university that carries the City’s name to the nation and the world in so many positive ways; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby honors and congratulates Jacksonville University on the occasion of its 75th anniversary and wishes the university, its students, faculty, staff and administration, the very best of success for another 75 years of growth, service and progress on all fronts.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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